
Annual Report
The Organization of the Arab Electoral
 Management Bodies (ArabEMBs)
2022-2023

Annual Report
The Organization of the Arab Electoral
 Management Bodies (ArabEMBs)
2022-2023





Table of Contents



٥

05 The President’s Foreword 

Chapter One: ArabEMBs Institutional Framework

First: Definition

Second: The Organizational Structure

Third: Strategic guidelines

Fourth: Membership Categories

Fifth: Financial Report

Strategic Planning Workshop f - Türkiye

Experts Meeting - Sweden

High-level regional dialogue-Egypt

The launch of the Arab Leadership Academy for Women - Spain

Meeting with ambassadors and regional partners - Jordan

Program of regional visits for elections - electoral observation missions 

07

08

23

Regional Conference on The Role of Youth in The Electoral 

Processes - Jordan

21

24

25

09

11

12

13

26

27

28

ArabEMBs Charter  31

Fifth General Assembly Meeting-Jordan

Virtual Meeting of GA Members
Virtual Meeting of GA Members

The Organization’s Activities15

16

Fifth General Assembly Meeting resolutions17

18
18

Virtual Meeting of GA members19

Executive Board Meetings 20





5

The President’s Foreword, 

His Excellency Eng. Musa Ma’aitah 

Chairman of the Board of Commissioners of the 

Independent Election Commission / Jordan

I am pleased to write today, after more than nine years since the establishment of the ArabEMBs. The 
organization has now attained an important regional and international status, and has made a remarkable 
presence that has enabled it to achieve the significant respect and appreciation it enjoys both internationally 
and regionally.

The organization's vision has been clear and ambitious from the beginning: to enhance cooperation and 
integration among our Arab countries to achieve a better level of electoral performance. Over these years, 
thanks to the combined efforts of everyone, we have been able to achieve many goals and projects that have 
made a tangible difference in performance and results.

Collective work and close cooperation between the organization's members and its partners have been and 
continue to be crucial factors in our successes. We have managed to overcome many challenges and made 
progress in various fields. All these achievements would not have been possible without your commitment 
and continuous support.

We emphasize the importance of continuing to work with the same spirit and determination to achieve even 
more successes. We believe that unity and cooperation are the keys to a prosperous future, and we will 
continue to work diligently to achieve our shared vision and enhance our desired goals.

I also would like to extend my sincere thanks and appreciation to everyone who has contributed to supporting 
and ensuring the success of the organization. I urge everyone to continue working as a team to achieve more 
progress and prosperity for our Arab nation. 

 In conclusion, I can only express my deep gratitude and profound thanks to all the electoral administrations 
for their continued cooperation, and to the members of the Executive Office and the General Secretariat for 
their good efforts, which have had a significant impact on the continuity of the organization's work.

Our thanks also extend to our regional and international partners who have generously supported the 
organization, foremost among them the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the United Nations 
Electoral Assistance Division (UNEAD), the Venice Commission, the International Institute for Democracy 
and Electoral Assistance (IDEA), the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA), and the 
International Foundation for Electoral Systems (IFES).





ArabEMBs Institutional Framework

Chapter One
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ArabEMBs is an Arab regional, independent, and non-political organization with legal status. Its permanent 
headquarters are in Amman. The organization aims to enhancing regional cooperation among Arab 
Electoral Management Bodies through the creation of a platform that facilitates networking for the 
exchange of information, technical expertise, lessons learned and best practices for the enhancement of 
the performance of electoral administration and management bodies in the region. The official launch of 
ArabEMBs took place in Beirut, Lebanon on the 8th of June 2015.  During the launch ceremony, the basic 
charter was signed by representatives of member electoral management bodies (founding members) 
form Jordan, Iraq, Palestine, Lebanon, Libya and Yemen. Furthermore, parallel to the ceremony, the first 
General Assembly meeting and the first Executive Board meeting were held. The organization's 
membership within the permanent member category has witnessed a steady increase. In 2016, the 
electoral administrations of Sudan, Somalia, Tunisia, and Mauritania joined ArabEMBs. The electoral 
administration of the Comoros joined in 2017, and Djibouti joined in 2020, bringing the total number of 
members to twelve.

Independent Election Commission

The Independent High Authority for Elections

(JORDAN)

(Tunisia)

(Sudan)

(Somalia)

(Iraq)

(Palestine)

(Lebanon)

(Libya)

(Yemen)

(Mauritania)

(Comoros)

(Djibouti)

National Elections Commission

Independent National Electoral Commission

Independent High Electoral Commission

Central Election Commission

High National Elections Commission

The Supreme Committee for Elections and Referendums

Independent National Electoral Commission

Independent National Electoral Commission

Elections Department/Ministry of Interior

Department of Political Affairs and Refugees
Ministry of Interior and Municipalities

First: Definition
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The organizational structure, based on the charter is composed of three levels:

Second: The Organizational Structure

 The supreme regulatory and supervisory authority in the Organization, composed of all members whose 

membership has been accepted according to the provisions of the charter and the internal by-laws. It 

is responsible for approving and amending general policies, internal regulations, plans, and budgets, 

deciding on requests for membership and withdrawal, and approving concluded agreements. This 

assembly convenes annually with the participation of the majority of its permanent members, making 

decisions through consensus or, when necessary, by majority vote. The president is selected on annual 

basis, as the Fifth General Assembly selected His Excellency Engineer Musa Ma’aitah, Chairman of the 

Board of the Independent Election Commission in Jordan, as President of the Organization’s General 

Assembly in its fifth session.

General Assembly

General Assembly

President of the Organizationmembers

Executive Board

Head of Executive BoardExecutive Board Members

General Secretariat
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The Executive Board of the Organization consists of a President and two members, who are elected for a 
term of two years by the General Assembly from among the permanent members. It holds the 
responsibility of executing and monitoring General Assembly resolutions, assessing membership 
applications for approval or rejection, and initiating plans and projects for consideration. It convenes 
semi-annually with the attendance of the majority of its members, ensuring the President's presence. The 
Secretary-General also participates in these gatherings, albeit without voting privileges. The (current) 
Executive Board, which was elected in February 2019, consists of:

Executive Board 

Mr. Abdelhakeem Balkeir

Member - High National Elections 
Commission (Libya)

Mr. Hisham Kheel
Chairman - Central Elections
 Commission (Palestine)

The administrative and technical body of the Organization, headed by the Secretary-General, who is 
appointed by the General Assembly for a four-year term, subject to be renewed once. It includes a number 
of qualified employees required by the nature of the work of this body. It is responsible for secretariating 
and documenting the meetings of both the General Assembly and the Executive Board. Furthermore, it 
manages the administrative, financial, and media functions of the organization, while diligently executing 
the directives set forth by the Executive Board.        

General Secretariat

Mr. Hussein Abdi Adam

Member - Independent National
(Electoral Commission (Somalia
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Third: The Strategic Foundations of the Organization’ Operations

 

 

Empowering professional Arab Electoral Management Bodies…. Ensuring   
credible elections…. Towards enhancing the democratic process”

The Organization is a professional non-political entity in the Arab region that 
seeks to enhance joint cooperation between electoral management bodies, 
develop experiences and knowledge of the electoral culture towards improving 
the performance of the electoral process according to international standards 
and criteria, and empower partners in the electoral process to actively and 
fully participate in the democratic process.”

 

 
 

 

 

 

Organization’s 
Vision

Organization’s 
Mission

Organization’s 
Values

organization’s 
objectives
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Fourth: Membership Categories

This consists of the Election Management Body which is in charge of general 
elections in any Arab country in accordance with domestic laws, which is also 
entitled to vote, run for office, elect the president of the GA, and the president and 
members of the Executive Board. It is also entitled to participate in all activities 
carried out by the Organization and benefit from its programs and activities. 
As of the date of this report's preparation, the organization comprised twelve 
electoral bodies as permanent members.

: The Election Management Body that is in charge of general elections in any Arab 
country and that is not seeking to become a permanent member but would like to 
benefit from the Organization’s programs.
The Election Management Body that is in charge of conducting local general 
elections in the Arab countries that are represented by a permanent member 
of the Organization.
This member may take part in the meetings of the General Assembly without 
having the right to vote, and said member may obtain support in accordance 
with the terms and standards established by the Executive Office and endorsed 
by the General Assembly.

The international or regional organization that is involved in election matters 
and wishes to cooperate with the Organization on promoting democracy, good 
governance, or human rights. The partner is also entitled to participate in the 
organization’s events, benefit from its programs and activities, and attend 
General Assembly meeting without having the right to vote on its decisions. 
Besides, partner members are not entitled to chair the General Assembly or 
participate in the Executive Board.

A Permanent 
Member

Associate
Member

A Partner
Member

organization’s 
objectives
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Fifth: Financial Report 

years

2022

2023

Total

Revenues

 JD 42,045

 JD 44,162

 JD 86,207

 JD 22,851

 JD 33,704

 JD 56,555

 JD 19,194

 JD 10,458

 JD 29,652

Expenditure remaining

Organization’s Partners

Association of Election Bodies
Global A-Web  

International Foundation
 for Democracy and 

(elections (IDEA

 International Systems
(Foundation Electoral (IFES

European Association of
Administrators ELECTION ACEEEO 

European Committee for Democracy
(By law (Venice Commission

EDGE Foundation

United Nations programme
UNDP  





The Organization’s Activities 

Chapter Two 
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On the twenty-second of August 2022, the General Assembly of the ArabEMBs held its fifth meeting, hosted 
by the National Independent Electoral Commission (Somalia). However, due to the impossibility of holding 
the meeting in the Somali capital/Mogadishu, it was decided to hold the meeting in the capital of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan / Amman. The event took place in the attendance of GA members 
representing eleven electoral bodies in Jordan, Sudan, Somalia, Yemen, Tunisia, Palestine, Lebanon, Libya, 
Mauritania, Djibouti, Comoros, and their accompanying delegations. The Independent High Electoral 
Commission (Iraq) apologized from participation due to special circumstances. The members of the 
Executive Board attended the meeting. A non-member delegation from the Department of Election Affairs 
at the Qatari Ministry of Interior also attended the meeting as a guest, and delegations from the following 
international and regional organizations also attended as a guest and partner: United Nations 
Development Program (UNDP), Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA), United 
Nations Electoral Assistance Division (UNEAD), Venice commission, International IDEA, International 
Organization for Electoral Systems (IFES) .

First: Fifth General Assembly Meeting-Jordan

The table illustrates the attendance at the fifth General Assembly meeting:

Name of Electoral body

Independent Election 
Commission

National Elections 
Commission

National Independent 
Electoral Commission

The Supreme National Committee 
for Elections and Referendum

The Independent High 
Authority for Elections

Electoral Administration
The Ministry of Interior

Central Elections Commission

Department of Political Affairs and 
Refugees/Ministry of Interior and 

Municipalities
High National Election 

Commission
National Independent Election 

Commission

Independent National Election 
Commission

Country

Jordan

Sudan

Somalia

Yemen

Tunisia

Djibouti

Palestine

Lebanon

Libya

Mauritania

Comoros

Capacity of attendee

GA member

GA member

GA member

GA member

GA member

GA member

GA member

GA member

GA member

Officially authorized to represent Mr. Joseph Suleiman 
Khalil / Chairman of the Commission and Member of the 

GA

It was officially authorized with a letter that approves 
the representation of Dr. Hanna Nasser/Chairman of 

the Committee and Member of the GA 

Representative

His Excellency 
Eng. Musa Ma’aitah 

Mr. Omar Jamaa’

Ms. Halimah
 Ismail 

Judge Khamis
 Dini 

Judge Farouk
 Bou Askar

Mr. Fareh 
Abdullah

Dr. Lamees 
Alami

Ms. Fatin Younis 

Dr. Emad Sayeh

Mr. Mohammad 
Fal Wild Bilal

MZE DAFINE Said

Job title

Chairman of the Board
 of Commissioners 

Commission Member

Chairman of 
Commission 

Acting Chairman of 
the Committee 

Chairman of Authority

Head of Electoral 
Administration 

Committee Member

Department of 
Political Affairs and 

Refugees/Ministry of 
Interior and Municipalities

Chairman of Commission

Chairman of Commission

Chairman of Commission
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Fifth General Assembly Meeting resolutions

If it becomes impossible to convene the General Assembly meeting in any of the 
member states as stipulated in the ArabEMBs Charter, the meeting will be held at the 
organization's headquarters country.

#

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Resolution No.

C A/Q/5/1

C A/Q/5/2

C A/Q/5/3

C A/Q/5/4

C A/Q/5/5

C A/Q/5/6

C A/Q/5/7

As of the next session. the location of the GA meeting should be selected according to 
alphabetical order (without taking into account the Arabic definite article (ال)). Accordingly, 
the next meeting should be held in Iraq.
The sixth General Assembly meeting was convened in August 2023, in accordance with 
the established regularity for GA meetings. Noting That the specific date of the meeting will 
be identified later.

Approval of the Organization’s annual report for the years 2020-2021

Approval of the annual report of the Arab Network for Women on the elections for the years                                                

Resolution Description
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To complement the work plan of the Arab Organization of Electoral Administrations, the General Assembly of the 
Arab Organization of Electoral Administrations held its second extraordinary virtual meeting via Zoom on February 
23, 2022, in the presence of His Excellency the former President of the Organization, Mr. Mohamed Fal Wild Bilal, 
members of the Executive Board, and members of the GA from representatives of electoral bodies.
 This meeting came to discuss the latest developments on the activities of the organization in accordance with
 the work plan, and on the agenda of this meeting was also to discuss the outputs of the regional conference on the 
role of the media in enhancing the integrity of the electoral process, as well as discussing the sustainability of the 
work of the General Secretariat, membership fees, and permanent staff. Furthermore, during the meeting, they 
discussed how electoral administrations work in light of the Covid-19 pandemic, and what the organization's 
preparations are in relation to the Jordanian parliamentary elections 2020, and the most important developments 
were discussed with the working group of electoral administrations. For the establishment of the Arab Network for 
Youth in Elections, and the latest developments on the work of the Network of Women in Elections were presented.

Second Virtual Meeting of GA Members

On Tuesday, September 20, 2022, the ArabEMBs held a virtual meeting with the heads and representatives 
of member electoral administrations, in the presence of the President of the Organization, Ms. Halima 
Ismail, and the head and members of the Executive Board of the Organization.
The members discussed the goals and projects of the Organization and its networks; the Arab Network for 
Women in Elections and the Arab Network for Youth in Elections, with the aim of preparing a strategic plan 
for the Organization and its networks during the coming period.

Third Virtual Meeting of GA Members
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First Virtual Meeting of GA members
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To implement the resolutions of the GA of the ArabEMBs, follow up on the Executive Board's directives to 
the General Secretariat, and ensure the continuation of the Organization's activities, the Executive Board 
held several meetings in 2022-2023. The table below illustrates the details:

Executive Board Meetings 

ZOOM

Venue

4 JULY 2022

AMMAN, JORDAN20 AUGUST 2022

ZOOM18 JANUARY 2023

ZOOM3 AUGUST 2022

ISTANBUL, TURKEY5 OCTOBER 2022

ISTANBUL, TURKEY10 MARCH 2023

ZOOM5 OCTOBER 2023

AMMAN, JORDAN9 AUGUST 2023

Date
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Regional Conference on The Role of Youth in The Electoral 
Processes - Jordan
On August 23-24, 2022, the Jordanian capital, Amman, hosted a regional Conference on Youth Participation 
in Political Life in the Arab Region, on the sidelines of the fifth GA of the ArabEMBs. The ArabEMBs 
organized the conference, in cooperation and coordination with the Independent Election Commission in 
Jordan. This conference has been supported by the Regional Electoral Assistance Project of the United 
Nations Development Program (UNDP). Delegations representing electoral bodies in Jordan, Sudan, 
Somalia, Yemen, Tunisia, Palestine, Lebanon, Libya, Mauritania, Djibouti, Comoros, Qatar (12 Arab 
countries) participated in this regional conference, in addition to regional and international experts in the 
field of youth and elections.

It aims to promote youth political participation and their awareness of and trust in public institutions in the 
Arab region. It will work towards these goals through awareness-raising, advocacy and information 
campaigns targeting youth, creating synergies and collaboration initiatives with youth-serving 
organizations and CSOs working in the field of youth participation and setting regional standards and best 
practices for EMBs and CSOs in the promotion of youth participation in the region.
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The impact of awareness and education on promoting youth participation

Legislative and political environment

Youth and Political parties 

Outlined below are the pivotal recommendations stemming from this
conference

- Simulation programs for the electoral process for different age groups (schools, universities, etc.).
- Local forums for parties related to the electoral process (youth, entities, parties, civil society 
organizations, etc.).
- Highlighting successful youth experiences.
- Choosing the appropriate tools to communicate with young people and constantly updating them.
- Reaching young people in marginalized areas.

- Reducing the age of candidacy.
- Appointing a quota for youth in parliamentary councils.
- Drafting a law for parties that guarantees youth representation in work and party participation.
- Advocacy campaigns.
- Safe spaces for young people to express their opinions and recommendations to the legislative 
authority.
- Working to harmonize the laws so that they are complementary and not conflicting while supporting 
the full participation of youth.
- Promoting civic education for youth.

- Providing protection and a safe environment for party affiliates.
- Democratic Party Building “Regular Elections and a Modern Statute”.
- Effective participation of youth in parties.
- A recent political party law that imposes a 30% youth participation rate.
- Education/awareness of the importance of civic participation in schools and universities.
- Using the simulation system to simulate a real elections experience in schools.
- Building the parties’ capacities and making them aware of the importance of involving youth.
- Elections within parties to choose representatives from the youth group.
- Distributing equal opportunities on the basis of competence, not appointment.
- Applying new and modern communication tools and rhetoric “content” that touches reality.
- Effective participation of youth in parties.
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Partnership between EMBs and CSOs

On 4-5 October 2022, the Organization, in cooperation with the UNDP and the International Institute for 
Democracy and Elections,  conducted a workshop in Turkey, Istanbul. The event aimed at evaluating and 
planning the work of the ArabEMBs during the next phase and reviewing its strategic plan. During the 
event, lessons learned were identified and work has been done to confront internal and external 
challenges. This meeting was held in the presence of the President and members of the Executive Board, 
the General Secretariat of the ArabEMBs, representatives of the Steering Committee of the Arab Network 
for Women in Elections, the United Nations Development Program and the International Foundation for 
Democracy and Elections.     

Strategic Planning Workshop for the Organization - Türkiye
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The ArabEMBs, represented by Mr. Hisham Kahil, Head of the Organization’s Executive Board, participated 
in the expert meeting held in the Swedish capital (Stockholm) on 14-15 March 2023. This attendance was 
in response to the invitation of the International Institute for Democracy and Elections (IDEA).
Indeed, the meeting discussed the future direction of the International Institute for Democracy and 
Elections (IDEA) which aims to develop an elections’ protection program that safeguards the elections 
from internal and external challenges and threats. A presentation on the interventions that the 
International Institute for Democracy and Elections (IDEA) will adopt in supporting and protecting 
democratic paths has been presented in cooperation and coordination with partners in the electoral 
process.

Experts Meeting - Sweden
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The ArabEMBs participated in the high-level regional dialogue on charting a new path to women’s political 
participation in the Arab region, which was organized by the Arab Women’s Organization in cooperation 
with the United Nations Development Program and the German International Cooperation Agency, during 
the period 18-20 September 2023 in the capital of the Republic of Arab Egypt, Cairo.

The Organization’s delegation was formed, headed by His Excellency Engineer Musa Al-Ma’aitah, President 
of the Organization and Chairman of the Jordanian Electoral Commission. The delegation membership 
included His Excellency Dr. Imad Sayeh, GA Member and Head of the High Electoral Commission in Libya, 
Her Excellency Dr. Ahlam Adnan, GA Member and Board of Commissioners of the High Electoral 
Commission’s Member in Iraq, Her Excellency Mrs. Faten Younis, GA Member and Director of Political and 
Refugee Affairs/Ministry of Interior and Municipalities in Lebanon, Her Excellency Ms. Suhair Abdeen, 
Chair of the Steering Committee of the Arab Network for Women in Elections, Her Excellency Ms. Hoda 
Selim, Member of the Steering Committee of the Arab Network for Women in Elections, and Her Excellency 
Ms. Amna Al-Zoubi, Member of the Steering Committee of the Arab Network for Women in Elections.
The dialogue aims to chart a new path to enhance women’s political participation in the Arab region by 
involving all concerned parties at the national, regional and international levels. This endeavor will be 
spearheaded by representatives from women's machineries, female parliamentarians, and delegates 
from civil society organizations and diverse institutions. Their collective mission is to facilitate the 
exchange of experiences, deliberate on available opportunities to elevate women’s political participation, 
and devise effective strategies to overcome barriers hindering their active engagement in political 
spheres.

His Excellency Eng. Musa Ma’aitah, President of the Arab Organization for Electoral Administrations and 
Chairman of the Independent Electoral Commission in Jordan, spoke about the role of the ArabEMBs in 
supporting women’s political participation. His Excellency clarified that the establishment of the Arab 
Organization for Electoral Administrations in 2015 was a proof to the imperative need for a unifying entity 
representing independent bodies. This organization was founded to consolidate Arab endeavors in the 
realm of electoral activities. The Arab Network for Women has carried out many joint activities with various 
stakeholders to support the engagement of women. He also clarified that women's issues express a global 
problem, not just an Arab one. The representation rate of women in parliaments is 25% at the global level.
The Organization played an active role in endorsing the statement of Intent issued by the regional dialogue. 
The primary objective of this declaration is to foster the transition towards a secure and equitable society, 
where both women and men enjoy equal opportunities for political engagement, devoid of discrimination 
and marginalization. It envisions a society free of violence and fear across all spheres of existence.   

High-level regional dialogue on charting a new path to women’s 
political participation in the Arab region - Egypt
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The Arab Organization for Electoral Boards (Arab EMBs), represented by its President Eng. Moussa 
Al-Maaitah, participated in the activities of the launch of the Arab Leadership Academy for  Women, 
organized by the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), from the 28th of October to the 3rd of 
November 2023 in Madrid, Spain.

The Arab Leadership Academy for Women is an initiative that aims to promote inter-generational 
leadership, self-development, and collaboration to advance women's participation in Arab countries.
The Arab Leadership Academy for Women seeks to contribute to achieving peace and development by 
encouraging the active participation of women in decision-making. The Academy as well, encourages 
inter-generational leadership by bringing together different generations of leaders, for everyone to learn, 
share and collaborate in order to advance women's leadership in the region. The Academy aims to 
showcase how different generations can work together to achieve a common goal. 

H.E. Moussa Maaitah, President of The Arab Organization for Electoral Boards (Arab EMBs), and Chairman 
of the Independent Electoral Commission of Jordan, spoke about the role of Arab EMBs organization in 
supporting women's political participation, and explained that without women's effective participation in 
all aspects of life, society loses its humanity.

The launch of the Arab Leadership Academy for Women - Spain
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Uniting regional and international efforts to enhance comprehensive participation in elections, the 
ArabEMBs, in cooperation with the Independent Election Commission in Jordan and the United Nations 
Development Program, held a meeting with ambassadors and representatives of countries in the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, in addition to regional partners, in order to discuss the importance of the 
organization’s work and its support frameworks.

This meeting, convened on March 7, 2024, featured the participation of His Excellency Engineer Musa 
Al-Ma’aitah, President of the Organization and Chairman of the Independent Election Commission in 
Jordan, Engineer Hisham Kahil, Head of the Executive Board and Executive Director of the Central Elections 
Commission in Palestine, and Mr. Abdullah Al-Dardi, Director of the Arab Countries Office at the UNDP, Ms. 
Najia Hashimi, the Director of the Regional Electoral Support Project for Arab Countries, Mr. Hamza Yassin 
from the Swedish Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA), and representatives of the Canadian Embassy, 
the Norwegian Embassy, the European Union, the Italian Embassy, the Spanish Embassy, the Australian 
Embassy, the German Embassy, and the British Embassy, and the Embassy of the Republic of Korea.

During this meeting, His Excellency Engineer Musa Al-Ma’aitah, President of the Organization, stressed the 
importance of international and regional cooperation in strengthening democracy and electoral processes, 
exchanging expertise and experiences among participating countries, and the role of the Arab 
Organization in promoting comprehensive participation, especially youth and women. In concluding his 
address, he expressed heartfelt gratitude to all supporting partners, with special acknowledgment 
extended to the United Nations Development Program. He urged everyone to rally behind the Organization, 
comprised of twelve Arab electoral administrations, in order to sustain its remarkable achievements.
The Regional Director for the Arab States at the UNDP, Mr. Abdullah Al-Dardi, reiterated the UNDP's 
constant commitment to strengthening electoral processes across Arab nations. He commended the 
collaborative efforts with ArabEMBs, underlining the significance of disseminating electoral support 
experiences widely and fostering the expansion of a network of international partnerships.

The head of the Executive Board of the ArabEMBs, Engineer Hisham Kahil, elaborated on the significance 
of coordination between Arab countries in improving and developing electoral processes and exchanging 
experiences and knowledge in this context.

This meeting is considered an important step towards strengthening regional and international 
cooperation in the field of electoral administrations, while emphasizing the vital role that mutual 
experiences and expertise can play in improving the quality and integrity of electoral processes across the 
world.

Meeting with ambassadors and regional partners - Jordan
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Twelfth: Program of regional visits for elections - electoral observation missions 

• Tunisian Constitutional Referendum – 2022
• Tunisian Parliamentary Elections – 2022
• Uzbekistan presidential elections – 2023
• Provincial Council Elections - Iraq

To ensure the seamless continuation of its operations and effective pursuit of its programs in alignment 
with its vision and mission, the Organization collaborated with the Independent High Authority for Elections 
in Tunisia with the support of the UNDP, in which both conducted a visitor program that aimed at evaluating 
the constitutional referendum held by the Independent High Authority for Elections in the Republic of 
Tunisia on July 25, 2022.
The visitor program was formed under the chairmanship of His Excellency Mr. Mohamed Fall Wild Bilal, 
President of the Organization and former Chairman of the Independent National Elections Commission in 
Mauritania, and the membership of Ms. Suhair Abdeen, Chair of the Steering Committee of the Arab 
Network for Women in Elections.

The main activities and events of the mission:
1. Introductory day
On July 24, 2022, our visit convened for an introductory session focused on the constitutional referendum. 
The session featured comprehensive presentations providing an overview of the referendum process, as 
well as insights into the pivotal role played by the Independent High Authority for Elections in Tunisia, 
particularly in its preparations for the upcoming legislative elections. The Independent High Authority for 
Elections also made presentations on its role in organizing the referendum process. The visit also learned 
about the general perception about the referendum day and follow-up procedures.

2. Field visits to the events taking place on the day of the referendum.
On the day of the referendum, the twenty-fifth of July 2022, members of the mission conducted field visits 
to the referendum activities, including the centers designated for ballot boxes and counting, the media 
center, and the results collection centers.

First: Visitor program to the constitutional referendum – Tunisia
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Second: Visitor Program to the Legislative Elections – Tunisia
In cooperation with the Independent High Authority for Elections in Tunisia, the ArabEMBs organized a 
visitor program to follow up on the legislative elections in the Republic of Tunisia, held on December 17, 
2022.
The delegation was formed under the chairmanship of the head of the Organization, His Excellency 
Engineer Musa Al-Ma’aitah, and the membership of Mr. Abdel-Hakim Balkhair, member of the Executive 
Board, Ms. Suhair Abdeen, Chair of the Steering Committee of the Arab Network for Women in Elections, 
Mr. Saleh Hadib, employee of the General Secretariat, and Mr. Sharaf Al-Din Abu Rumman, member of the 
Steering Committee of the Arab Network for Women in Elections. 
 This is the Organization's sixth visit within the regional program for electoral visits, one of the 
Organization's ongoing programs. The preparation of this mission was a true translation of the objectives 
for which the organization was established, and an activation of its essential role in providing the 
necessary mechanisms for exchanging experiences and knowledge between Arab electoral 
administrations and strengthening the institutionalism and professionalism of electoral practices with 
the aim of improving the electoral performance in the Arab world in general.

The main activities and events of the mission:
1- Introductory day

On December 15, 2022, the visit held an introductory session on the legislative elections, which included 
presentations that contained an overview of the electoral process and the role of the Independent High 
Authority for Elections in the preparations for the legislative elections. The Independent High Authority for 
Elections also gave presentations on their role in organizing the electoral process, the general perception 
of the election day and the voting and counting procedures. The mission also reviewed a number of 
publications and leaflets related to the elections issued by the Tunisian Authority.
This meeting allowed the mission members to learn about the features of the gradual political and 
electoral reform process that Tunisia has pursued in its quest to achieve democratic development and 
build true democracy.

2- Field visits to the events taking place on the day of the elections.

On Election Day, December 17, 2022, members of the delegation conducted field visits to various electoral 
events, including polling and counting centers, the media center, and results collection centers.
The visits were distributed into three periods:
- Morning: It aimed at attending the procedures for closing the ballot boxes and starting voting, it also 
included a visit to three polling and counting centers.
- Evening: It included visiting the media center of the Independent High Authority for Elections, and polling 
and counting centers, with the aim of attending the procedures for ending the ballot and counting the 
votes.
- Night: It included visiting results centers, with the aim of reviewing the compilation procedures at 
the electoral district level.
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On July 9, 2023, the State of Uzbekistan organized early presidential elections in which four candidates 
competed.
The Organization formed a delegation to review the presidential elections in Uzbekistan, with the aim of 
exchanging and transferring experiences and best practices in electoral affairs.
The Organization’s delegation was headed by Mr. Hisham Kahil, head of the Organization’s executive Board 
and executive director of the Central Elections Commission in Palestine, in addition to Mr. Abdul Hakim 
Balkhair, a member of the Organization’s executive Board and a member of the Council of the High National 
Elections Commission in Libya.
The Organization's delegation visited a number of polling centers in the capital, Tashkent, with the aim of 
reviewing the conduct and procedures of voting and the methods and techniques adopted in the voting  
sorting and counting mechanism.

Third: Visitor Program to observe the legislative elections – Uzbekistan

With the aim of exchanging experiences between electoral bodies, the ArabEMBs, headed by Mr. Abdul 
Hakim Balkhair, a member of the Organization’s executive Board and a member of the Council of the High 
National Elections Commission in Libya, participated in attending the provincial council elections in Iraq  
which took place on Dec. 18, 2023.
A member of the Organization's Executive Board, Mr. Belkhair, visited the headquarters of the Independent 
High Electoral Commission in Iraq, where he met with its president, His Excellency Judge Omar Ahmed 
Muhammad, to check on the preparations made by the Iraqi commission for the provincial council 
elections.

Fourth: Visitor program to observe the provincial council elections - Iraq
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